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Summary

● LLMs appear to have made a big leap in late 2025
○ May 2025: Claude Code, Nov 2025: Claude Opus 4.5, similar with OpenAI
○ Claude Code / Codex: integration with local project files
○ LLMs as harness / agent, not just an app (Ethan Mollick blog, Feb 2026)

● Claude Code has quickly taken over parts of my workflow as an applied 
social scientist
○ Read and keep track of file structure, variable names, and dependencies in replication files
○ Check for errors and sometimes investigate them
○ Do preliminary analysis and write code the way I want it to

● Today: More on benign, QOL improvements rather than radical changes
○ Three use cases



1. Reading other people’s replication files



(Live demo of claude code in repository)



1. Reading other 
people’s 
replication files

● How do I replicate table 
1? 

● I understand better in R 
–  what does the 
regression look like?

LLMs are very good at 
keeping track of everything



2. Checking my own replication files

Common Issues

● Script 1 depends on datasets X, Y, Z from outside the 
project folder

● Dataset X is huge, and you only need a subset of them 
for public release (but not sure which ones)

● Want to rename a variable name for public use, but 
need to update it everywhere (scripts, README, etc..)

● Change in script 1 could affect script 9

Claude code with Opus 4.6 seems to “just get it” 







Smart Ctrl+F -> Replace updates
This is a nice touch that 
mechanical Ctrl+F would 
not have done



Summarizing necessary variables



Manual Edits



Finishing touches



Tailoring code style

● Can tailor how it writes code 
with user-specific code style



3. Exploratory subgroup analysis

● Does the effect of news on voting affect low 
information or high information voters?





Additional data collection  +
analysis



Extensions

● Full automation
● Multiple skills, agents
● Automated checks before 

posting



Caution / Disclaimers

● This presentation uses Claude Code, but is not an endorsement of Claude 
Code over Codex

● This uses the expensive Max plan – Pro plan ($20/month) does have claude 
code but is time limited, and Free plan does nto have claude code

● You need to know what you want to make Claude Code do in order to 
effectively use it

● Analysis: More for quick “what if I did …” questions than doing the main 
analysis

● Relying too much on automated analyses can atrophy your skills


